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George Simmonds Elected
To represent Pewsham on Chippenham Town Council in August

Introducing new town Councillor George Simmonds:

Thank you for your support at the by-election in August.
Lib Dem 431 (45.32%)

Con 306 (32.17%)
Ind 214 (22.5%)

Both Clare and George have the best interests of all
Pewsham residents at heart; whoever you voted for.

Since the election Clare and George have been working on
some ideas to take forward. George has reached out to
community environmental groups and is working up a
proposal to support biodiversity in Pewsham.

George has joined the Town Council’s strategy and
Resources committee, where his experience in finance is
already proving to be an asset.

Clare continues her work on the Neighbourhood Plan
Steering group where she led the Green Infrastructure Topic
Group. On Wiltshire Council Clare has recently been
working with the Climate task group to try to strengthen
Wiltshire Council’s Climate strategy.

Residents’ Survey

wiltshirelibdems.org.uk/survey2021

Wiltshire Liberal Democrats
have launched their annual
Residents Survey.

If you completed this in July, thank
you. Here’s another chance to let
us know your views on our area,
by completing our online survey
here:

Complete our survey online today!
Save ChippenhamCampaign

Many people know that Cllr Clare
Cape has been fighting the
excessive HIF development for well
over a year.

In July, Wiltshire Council Cabinet voted
to take forward just the southern
portion of the proposed Future
Chippenham distributor road and
around 2,400 homes. This had not
been consulted on in the spring when
the entire HIF development was
overwhelmingly rejected by residents.

The Save Chippenham campaign is
working with lawyers on a legal case
to have that Cabinet decision
overturned. Many residents have told
Clare that they are against this
excessive and environmentally
damaging development. If you can
pledge any support to the campaign’s

legal costs please do so as soon as
you can at www.crowdjustice.com/
case/cuss.

Consultation on the Local Plan will
take place early next year when local
people will have a chance to say what
development for Chippenham is
needed - where, how much etc. We all
know that development is needed;
however it must reflect real local
need, in the right place, of the right
type and be sustainable.
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Wiltshire& Swindon
Police andCrime
By-ElectionResults

Despite an increased vote
share, Liberal Democrat
candidate for Swindon and
Wiltshire Police and Crime
Commissioner Brian Mathew,
lost out in the election re-run.

The election, which took place on
19th August, was held because the
previous Conservative candidate
was found to be ineligible to take
the post due to a previous drink
driving conviction. The new
Conservative candidate came first.

The re-run has cost the taxpayer
£1.5 million!

Speaking after the election, Brian
Mathew said; “despite the results, I
am confident that I can still make
positive changes to policing in
Swindon and Wiltshire in my role on
the ‘Police and Crime Panel’.

“I have already reached out to the
other candidates to begin plans for
putting forward all the excellent
ideas that came out from the
election campaign.”

Cllr Clare Cape and Chair of the
Chippenham and Villages Area
Board, Lib Dem Cllr Ross Henning
attended an open day at
Springboard in Pewsham recently.

The Area Board contributed to the
cost of this gazebo, which is already
proving valuable as an outdoor
space for chilling out and for
meetings with families.
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Could you spare an hour every couple of months to
help deliver our local newsletters in your area?

MoreActionNeeded to SupportHigh Streets

DroppedKerbs
The Chippenham Area
Transport Group are putting
forward a bid to Wiltshire
Council to put in dropped kerbs
where they are needed across
Chippenham.
It is important that they can be
seen to be part of a walking route
to improve access between
destinations, particularly at road
junctions and crossing points.
Please let me know if you are
aware of the location where a
dropped kerb is needed.

Wiltshire Liberal Democrats have
called on Tory-controlled Wiltshire
Council to deliver its promises on
support for high streets as we come
out of the pandemic.
In February Wiltshire councillors
supported a £1 million per year budget
to support businesses and communities
along high streets to recover from the
pandemic.

Since then there has been little if any
programme of action. Repeated
requests for information have produced
little or no response.
‘It’s a tragedy that with the funding in
place to provide vital support there has
been no sign of action’, said Cllr Clare
Cape. ‘The people of Wiltshire and our
businesses deserve better. Please let me
know what you think’.

Tory incompetence is still opening
the door to unwanted development
months after it was announced
that Wiltshire Council was failing to
maintain a large enough supply of
new homes for the county, the
problem continues.

The result has been a flood of
planning applications from developers
taking advantage of the council’s
failure. The council must ensure that
the government’s target of five years

of planned development is
maintained. Without a plan for a five
year supply, communities are exposed
to unwanted development from
developers taking advantage of the
situation.

‘It’s vital that Wiltshire Council gets its
act together’, said Cllr Clare Cape,
‘Everyday that passes without a five year
supply of housing means that our
communities are exposed to the threat
of unwanted development’.

Wiltshire Council FloodedWith PlanningApplications

SpringboardGetsGazebo

LibDems Leadon Litter Picking
Chippenham Liberal Democrats have
been leading the charge on keeping
Chippenham litter-free.
Chippenham Lib Dems have led on a
number of litter picks around the town,
bringing residents along for the fun!
More widely, Chippenham Wiltshire
Councillors are working closely on the area
board and with the Local Youth Network to
create a litter campaign with the schools and the college in the town.
Clare says, “we hope that this campaign will help to educate younger people in
the town to do their bit when it comes to littering. With the ongoing Climate
Emergency, it is going to need everyone, young and old, to take action.”
“If you would like to hear more about when the next litter picks are, please get in
touch with me. All ages are welcome!”

Cllrs, Kathryn Macdermid, Liz Alstrom and
Ross Henning, and Clare Cape with
residents, helping to clean up Chippenham!


