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News from Clare Cape and your local Lib Dem Team

CHIPPENHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
The Town Council is preparing a Neighbourhood Plan with the aim
to develop a shared vision for the town and to help deliver
sustainable development.

One of our precious green
spaces in Pewsham

Our plan will be based on local consultation and will need to conform with
the Wiltshire Council rules.
Neighbourhood plans contain policies and proposals that will be used in
decisions on planning applications; and provide tools for local people to
ensure that they get the right types of development for their community.
Clare says: ‘I am delighted to be part of the Neighbourhood Plan steering group
and to be leading the Green Infrastructure topic group. We are gathering
photographic evidence of the green spaces throughout Chippenham and noting
why each one of these is important.’
More at http://chippenhamneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/#Working

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

EVENTS COMING UP

As part of the Neighbourhood Plan preparation
work we’re holding a community workshop in
Pewsham about housing, on Saturday 22nd
February to hear your views.
Please get in touch with Clare if you would like to attend.
The Centre for Sustainable Energy is holding a
workshop on Saturday 15th February in Chippenham
to gather views from the community about what sort
of renewable energy developments we’d like; and
where.
Register at: www.eventbrite.com

COUNCIL TAX
Clare challenged Wiltshire Council’s Leader, at a
public meeting in Chippenham to put more
pressure on the government to fund local
authorities properly.
Almost 2/3rds of Wiltshire Council’s budget is spent
on social care for adults and children. With services
under pressure it is crucial to get good quality and
value. The long awaited ‘green paper’ on social care
has yet to be published by the government.
At the time of writing, the 20-21 Council Tax had yet
to be agreed by Wiltshire Council.
Chippenham Town Councillors have agreed to an
increase to the Town’s ‘precept’ - an extra £22.44 per
year for a Band D home (less than £2 per month). This
goes to services like the parks, which the Town Council
took responsibility for last summer.

EASTERN RELIEF ROAD AND HOUSING
I have reservations about the
proposal for so many new
houses and a distributor road
to the east of Chippenham’.
My view is that the number of
houses isn’t sustainable for
Chippenham and we need to
reduce carbon emissions by
avoiding the use of road
transport. I am concerned about locating them in an
environmentally sensitive area.
Chippenham residents, as well as surrounding villages value
the ‘green buffers’ between communities.
The Conservative Wiltshire Council seem to be pushing this
through without considering other options.
It is essential that we listen to local views and continue
the debate - please get in touch with me!

LIB DEMS HOSTING CLIMATE EMERGENCY EVENT
Lib Dems in Chippenham
will be hosting an event on
the Climate Emergency on
Monday 9th March.
With a panel of expert
speakers and lots of
opportunities for questions
and debate.
Clare says ‘Look out for further
details on my local Facebook page, Clare Cape in
Pewsham, drop me an e-mail if you’d like me to forward
you an invite’.

LIDL AND THE LAW COURTS

THANK YOU

You’ll have seen
the proposals by
Lidl to replace the
disused Law
Court at Avenue
La Fleche with a
supermarket.

I’d like to thank
every one of the
nearly 20,000
people who voted
for me in the
General Election.

Chippenham Law Courts
I think this will be
(Gazette and Herald)
good for Pewsham
residents by providing choice and convenience for
supermarket shopping.

We increased our
vote here by almost
9%, while the Conservatives and Labour
Party both went backwards.

Local people have said that it’s a shame to knock down such
an expensive and iconic building; I agree but overall it’s
probably best that the site is used for something that local
people can get value from.

In the thousands of conversations my
team and I had with local voters, it
became clear that many people were fed
up with hearing about Brexit and so lent
their vote to the Conservatives.

I’ve heard many people asking for a petrol station on this
side of town.

The local Lib Dem team and I will
continue to hold the Tories to account, so
that they act in all our interests.

I’d support this idea as it would likely reduce traffic travelling
to the other side of town for people needing to fill up.
However, this completely depends on what a retailer is
prepared to offer.

You can join us here
http://www.libdems.org.uk/join-local.
Thank you,
Helen Belcher

What do you think?

SAD THAT THE BID IS GOING

It was a sad day in the autumn when local businesses voted
to stop funding the Business Improvement District (BID).
The Town Council will continue to contribute the same level of
funding to events as before; however this is a fraction of the total
spent by the BID.
Events like the carnival and Christmas lights switch on can help to
attract local people and visitors to make the most of our town centre.

LET US KNOW YOUR VIEWS
You can write to the local Lib Dems for free. Return this slip for FREE to
FREEPOST WILTSHIRE LIB DEMS - that’s all you need to write on your
envelope, no stamp needed.

Chippenham Carnival
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